Left: Battle dress: a striking suit of armour. Right: The jacket of a female firefighter—one of the non-military roles the samurai adopted

The way of the warrior

Samurai rose to be global emblems of honour and courage, but their story doesn't always
match the myths they told about themselves, as a British Museum exhibition shows

A NTOKU was a toddler when he bushi. Much like their name, their role was example of their ‘flexible’ approach to combat
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